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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communication filed on 23 September 201 0, in which 
claims 1-23 are presented for examination. 

2. Claims 1 -23 are pending in this application. Claims 1 , 8, and 1 5 are in 
independent form. Claim 24 is canceled. Claims 1 , 8, and 1 6 are amended. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on 23 September 2010 have been considered but 
they are moot due to new ground(s) of rejection below initiated by Applicant's 
amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

4. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maloney (US Pub. 200801 1 7053 A1 ) in view of Grimes et al. (WO 03/04681 9 A1 ). 



Application/Control Number: 10/563,452 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2433 

Regarding claim 1 , Maloney discloses a computerized identity matching 
management method for regulating the issue of secure assets (abstract, lines 1-2), 
the method comprising: "an issuer of an asset receiving a request for release of 
the asset from a receiver of the asset" (para. 0012, and para. 0037- a biometric 
identification unit 26 is coupled to the controller by a communications link 26 for 
positively identifying users during a transaction. The biometric identification unit may 
take the form of a fingerprint reader, a facial feature scanner, a retinal scanner, or other 
type of scanner, or combinations thereof, for scanning a selected unique biometric 
feature of users who request access to the system); "identifying the asset having a 
classification identifier" (para. 0009); "after the request identifying the issuer of 
the asset" (para. 15, lines 1-21- the supervisor is analogous to an asset issuer since 
they are responsible for asset assignment- see para. 56); and after the request 
identifying the receiver of the asset (para. 12, lines 1-3); 

Maloney does not explicitly teaches the following "wherein identifying the 
issuer and identifying the receiver each comprise: a management computer 
receiving a request to initiate the capture process from a capture apparatus 
waiting to commence a capture process of a biometric of the issuer or the 
receiver" however Grimes teaches that in (abstract- lines 4-6); "the management 
computer responding to the request by returning a message to the capture 
apparatus" however Grimes teaches that in (page 2, lines 12-13), "the message 
comprising a unique code" however Grimes teaches that in (abstract- lines 8-9), 
"wherein receipt of the message comprising the code at the capture apparatus 
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causes initiation of the capture process" however Grimes teaches that in (abstract- 
lines 9-11); "the capture apparatus encoding a captured biometric of the issuer or 
of the receiver" however Grimes teaches that in (page 8, lines 15-16); "the 
management computer, after returning the message, receiving the encoded 
captured biometric" however Grimes teaches that in (abstract- lines 12-14); and "the 
management computer decoding the captured biometric and initiating a matching 
process to find a match for the decoded captured biometric against stored 
records and generating an identification code representative of the issuer or of 
the receiver of the asset when a match is found" however Grimes teaches that in 
(page 3, lines 32-35); "retrieving a privilege of the receiver to determine whether 
the privilege matches the classification identifier of the asset" however Grimes 
teaches that in (page 4, lines 24-31); and, "if a match is determined: "issuing the 
asset and recording information to form a use record relating to the issue of the 
asset" however Grimes teaches that in (page 4, lines 31-33); 

Therefore, a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would 
have found it obvious to use the biometric capture process of Grimes in the asset 
issuing process of Maloney in order to automate user identification with a minimum of 
user identification. 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses the 
process according to claim 1, "wherein the management computer returning the 
message to the capture apparatus occurs at a first time, the management 
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computer receiving the encoded captured biometric occurs at a second time, and 
the management computer operating to decode the encoded captured biometric 
and initiate the matching process only when the second time is less than a time 
interval later than the first time" (Grimes- pg. 3, lines 4-14). 

Regarding claim 3, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses the 
process according to claim 1 , "further comprising generating an alert if the privilege 
does not match the asset classification" (Maloney- para. 54- lines 11-14). 

Regarding claim 4, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses the 
process according to claim 1 , "wherein the assets comprises at least one of 
firearms, weapons, batons, pharmaceutical medications and products, narcotics, 
precious metals and legal documents" (Maloney- para. 8, lines 13-18). 

Regarding claim 5, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses the 
process according to claim 1, "wherein the unique classification identifier is 
securely attached to or imprinted directly onto or into, the asset" (Maloney- para. 
9, lines 4-15). 

Regarding claim 7, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses according 
to claim 1 , "wherein the unique classification identifier comprises a radio 
frequency identifier" (Maloney- para. 9, lines 4-15). 
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Regarding claim 8, Maloney discloses a computerized identity matching 
management method for regulating the return of secure assets" (abstract, lines 1- 
2), the method comprising: "identifying an asset having a unique classification 
identifier" (para. 9); "identifying a receiver who seeks to return the asset" (para. 
12, lines 1-3); 

Maloney does not explicitly teaches the following identifying the receiver 
comprising: "a management computer receiving a request to initiate the capture 
process, from a capture apparatus waiting to commence a capture process of a 
biometric of the receiver" however Grimes teaches that in (abstract- lines 4-6); "the 
management computer responding to the request by returning a message to the 
capture apparatus" however Grimes teaches that in (page 2, lines 12-13), "the 
message comprising a unique code" however Grimes teaches that in (abstract- lines 
8-9), "wherein receipt of the message comprising the code at the capture 
apparatus causes initiation of the capture process" however Grimes teaches that in 
(abstract- lines 9-11); "the capture apparatus encoding a captured biometric of the 
receiver" however Grimes teaches that in (page 8, lines 15-16); "the management 
computer, after returning the message, receiving the encoded captured 
biometric" however Grimes teaches that in (abstract- lines 12-14); and "the 
management computer decoding the captured biometric and initiating a matching 
process to find a match for the decoded captured biometric against stored 
records and generating an identification code representative of the receiver when 
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a match is found" however Grimes teaches that in (page 3, lines 32-35); "retrieving a 
privilege of the receiver to determine whether the privilege matches the asset 
classification identifier of the asset" however Grimes teaches that in (page 4, lines 
24-31); and, if a match is determined: "retrieving the asset from the receiver and 
recording information to form a use record relating to the retrieval of the asset" 
however Grimes teaches that in (page 4, lines 31-33); 

Therefore, a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would 
have found it obvious to use the biometric capture process of Grimes in the asset 
issuing process of Maloney in order to automate user identification with a minimum of 
user identification. 

Regarding claim 9, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses "further 
comprising identifying an issuer of assets to whom the asset is returned" (para. 
12, lines 1-3); 

Maloney does not explicitly teaches the following wherein identifying the issuer 
comprises: "the management computer receiving a request to initiate the capture 
process, from a capture apparatus waiting to commence a capture process of a 
biometric of the issuer" however Grimes teaches that in (abstract- lines 4-6); "the 
management computer responding to the request by returning a message to the 
capture apparatus at a first time" however Grimes teaches that in (page 2, lines 12- 
13); "the message comprising a unique code" however Grimes teaches that in 
(abstract- lines 8-9), and "receipt of the message comprising the code at the 
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capture apparatus causing initiation of the capture process" however Grimes 
teaches that in (abstract- lines 9-11); "the capture apparatus encoding a captured 
biometric" however Grimes teaches that in (page 8, lines 15-16); "the management 
computer, after returning the message, receiving the encoded captured 
biometric" however Grimes teaches that in (abstract- lines 12-14); and "the 
management computer decoding the captured biometric and initiating a matching 
process to find a match for the decoded captured biometric against stored 
records and generating an identification code representative of the issuer when a 
match is found" however Grimes teaches that in (page 3, lines 32-35); 

Therefore, a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would 
have found it obvious to use the biometric capture process of Grimes in the asset 
issuing process of Maloney in order to automate user identification with a minimum of 
user identification. 

Regarding claim 10, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses "where 
the management computer returning the message to the capture apparatus 
occurs at a first time, the management computer receiving the encoded captured 
biometric occurs at a second time, and the management computer operating to 
decode the encoded captured biometric and initiate the matching process only 
when the second time is less than a time interval later than the first time" (Grimes- 
pg. 3, lines 4-14). 



Application/Control Number: 10/563,452 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2433 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses "wherein 
the asset comprises any one or more of firearms, weapons, batons, 
pharmaceutical medications and products, narcotics, precious metals, and legal 
documents" (Maloney- para. 8, lines 13-18). 

Regarding claim 12, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses "wherein 
the unique classification identifier is securely attached to or imprinted directly 
onto or into, the asset" (Maloney- para. 0009, lines 4-15). 

Regarding claim 13, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses "where 
the unique classification identifier comprises a barcode" (Maloney- para. 0099, 
lines 8-29). 

Regarding claim 14, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses "where 
the unique classification identifier comprises a radio frequency identifier" 

(Maloney- par.000 9). 

Regarding claim 15, Maloney discloses a computerized identity matching 
management system for regulating the issue of, or the return of, secure assets 
(abstract, lines 1-2), the system comprising: "a data depository configured to store 
records of assets each asset having a unique asset classification identifier and to 
store a record of receivers and a privilege for each receiver" (Maloney- para. 0035 
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- The system 1 1 comprises a storage unit 12 that, in this embodiment, takes the form of 
a cabinet housing an openable drawer 13. The drawer 13 has an internal panel 14 
formed with an array of slots or receptacles 1 3 sized and shaped to receive trackable 
objects 33, each having at least one unique readable identification code contained 
within a contact memory button, RFID chip or otherwise); "an asset identifier 
configured to identify the asset to be issued or to be returned" (para. 0009); 

Maloney does not explicitly teaches the following a computer programmed to: 
"receive a request to initiate a capture process from a capture apparatus waiting 
to commence a capture process of a biometric so as to identify a receiver who is 
requesting the issue of an asset or the return of an asset" however Grimes teaches 
that in (abstract- lines 4-6); "respond to the request by returning a message to the 
capture apparatus" however Grimes teaches that in (page 2, lines 12-13); "the 
message comprising a unique code" however Grimes teaches that in (abstract- lines 
8-9); "wherein receipt of the message comprising the code at the capture 
apparatus causes initiation of the capture process" however Grimes teaches that in 
(abstract- lines 9-11); "after returning the message, receive a captured biometric 
from the capture apparatus encoded with the code" however Grimes teaches that in 
(page 8, lines 15-16); and "to decode the captured biometric" however Grimes 
teaches that in (page 3, lines 32-35); and "an authentication server configured to 
perform a matching process to find a match for the decoded captured biometric 
against stored records and to generate an identification code representative of 
the receiver who is requesting the issue of an asset or the return of an asset 
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when a match is found" however Grimes teaches that in (page 3, lines 32-35); "the 
server further configured to retrieve the privilege of the receiver to determine 
whether the privilege matches the asset classification identifier" however Grimes 
teaches that in (page 4, lines 24-31 ); and "if a match is determined to form a use 
record relating to the issue of the asset or the return of the asset" however 
Grimes teaches that in (page 4, lines 31-33); 

Therefore, a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would 
have found it obvious to use the biometric capture process of Grimes in the asset 
issuing process of Maloney in order to automate user identification with a minimum of 
user identification. 

Regarding claim 16, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses "wherein 
the management computer returning the message to the capture apparatus 
occurs at a first time, the management computer receiving the encoded captured 
biometric occurs at a second time, and the management computer operating to 
decode the encoded captured biometric and initiate the matching process only 
when the second time is less than a time interval later than the first time" (Grimes- 
pg. 3, lines 4-14). 

Regarding claim 17, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses, 
"wherein the computer is further programmed to identify an issuer of assets" 

(Maloney- para. 15, lines 1-21). 
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Regarding claim 18, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses "wherein 
the use record of each asset further includes the date and time that the asset was 
issued by the issuer and received by the receiver" (Maloney- para. 0015). 

Regarding claim 19, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses, 
"wherein the use record of each asset includes a date and a time that the issuer 
received the asset" (Maloney- para. 0015). 

Regarding claim 20, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses "wherein 
the computer is further programmed such that if a match is determined, a 
message is generated authorizing the release of the asset to the receiver" 

(Grimes- page 3, lines 32-35); 

Regarding claim 21 , the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses "wherein 
the computer is further programmed such that if a match is not determined the 
issuer is alerted" (Maloney- para. 54- lines 11-14). 

Regarding claim 22, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses "wherein 
the asset identifier comprises a radio frequency reader" (Maloney- para. 9, lines 4- 
15). 
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Regarding claim 23, the combination of Maloney and Grimes discloses "where 
the asset identifier comprises a barcode reader" (Maloney- para. 0099, lines 8-29). 

Conclusion 

1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SAMUEL AMBAYE whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7635. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30am- 
5:00pm., EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571)272-7304. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

SAMUEL AMBAYE/SA 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2433 

/VIVEK SRIVASTAVA/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2445 



